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Absolut Vodka appoints Ogilvy as new
lead agency
Absolut Vodka, one of the most iconic spirits brands in the world,
has appointed Ogilvy as its new global lead agency. Ogilvy’s remit
will include global strategic and creative duties for the brand,
focusing on its lead market priorities, with the ambition to accelerate
its leadership position.

The Swedish vodka is recognized as a leading premium vodka brand, associated with
promoting progressive values since its inception in 1879. The brand is well-known
throughout the industry for its sound commitments in terms of sustainability. By applying
its one source, one community approach, Absolut emphasizes its origin and close
connection to the area that surrounds the distillery, which is one of the world's most
energy efficient.

An important part of Absolut Vodka's strong heritage is also the brand's creative
advertising, through decades of collaborations with fashion designers and artists
including Jean-Paul Gaultier, Andy Warhol, Tom Ford, Keith Haring, Stella McCartney and
Anne Imhof.

Ogilvy was awarded the business after a competitive pitch with an undisclosed roster of
global agencies that was led by Tad Greenough, Global Chief Creative Officer, with support
from the Observatory International, based in London.

Tad Greenough, Global CCO Absolut said:
“Absolut has an incredible legacy of creating extraordinary and unexpected
communications, of being a cultural provocateur. As the brand continues to see
tremendous momentum globally, we wanted a network partner that can deliver the
strategic and creative excellence that Ogilvy has demonstrated time and time again.”

Andy Main, Ogilvy’s Global CEO, said:
“Ogilvy is proud to be chosen by Absolut, a globally iconic brand, to be their creative
partner for growth. We admire Absolut’s strong heritage of using creativity to drive
meaningful connections and influence culture. Our team is excited to use the borderless
creativity of Ogilvy’s global network to deliver the innovative work that will win the
attention of people around the world.



Charl Bassil, Global Vice President Marketing at The Absolut Company, commented:
“We at Absolut are delighted to announce that Ogilvy have been appointed as our global
agency network. This is a such an important appointment for us and a signal of our intent
to work alongside our global markets in a more coordinated and integrated manner, while
continuing to tap into locally relevant consumer insights.
At The Absolut Company, we fundamentally believe that agency partnerships are more
effective than transactional supplier relationships.We know that through genuine
partnership, we are able to build open, transparent relationships that include a shared
view of success and shared accountability. Ultimately Absolut has been built on the idea
that we can create better together. With that in mind, we believe we have found the right
partner in Ogilvy.”

About The Absolut Company

The Absolut Company has the worldwide responsibility for the production, packaging innovation
and strategic marketing of Absolut Vodka, Malibu and Kahlúa.

Malibu is the number one rum-based coconut spirit in the world.

Absolut Vodka is one of the world’s top ten international spirits brands. Every bottle of Absolut
Vodka comes from one source, Åhus in southern Sweden.

Kahlúa coffee liqueur is the world leader in its category.

The Absolut Company portfolio also includes Åhus Akvavit. The visitor center, Absolut Home,
located next to the main production site for Absolut Vodka, was opened in 2018. The head office is
located in Stockholm, Sweden. Chairman and CEO is Stéphanie Durroux. The Absolut Company is a
part of Pernod Ricard, the world’s second largest wine and spirits producer (source: IWSR).

About Ogilvy

Ogilvy has been producing iconic, culture-changing marketing campaigns that have grown brands
and businesses since the day its founder David Ogilvy opened up shop in 1948. Today, with 132
offices in 83 countries, Ogilvy’s singular ambition is to be the best creative partner and platform for
growth on the planet. Ogilvy’s deep expertise in almost every field coupled with its award-winning
global network allow it to scale value-driving ideas at lightning speed – all powered by world-class
creativity to give clients an unfair advantage in this complex, noisy, hyperconnected world. In 2020,
two of the world's most prestigious creative award shows, D&AD and The One Show, recognized
Ogilvy as the Network of the Year, a reflection of its ability to use creativity to transform business
and culture. Ogilvy is a WPP company (NASDAQ: WPPGY). For more information, visit Ogilvy.com,
and follow Ogilvy on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn.
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